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DR. JEFFERSON: 
DANIELLE APPLEBY
ANNA
DR. FRANZEN

INT. LATE EVENING - THE HOSPITAL MORGUE
The entire short film takes place in a morgue, but it is 
important to note that it’s the kind of morgue found in the 
basement of a hospital, rather than one that exists as part 
of a funeral home. It is not creepy either, but clean and 
organized. The observation area is the part of this morgue 
where bodies undergo a postmortem examination in order to 
determine cause of death. The only other area that will be 
focused on is the storage area, which is exactly what it 
sounds like: a place you do not--under any circumstances--
want to be alone after dark. It’s quite safe, but things down 
here can get a little creepy. The lights of the basement are 
bright and fluorescent, as if attempting to counteract the 
inherent presence of death that lingers in the room whether 
or not a body is present on the examination table. As the 
scene opens,  DR. JEFFERSON is pulling off his gloves and 
addressing DANIELLE, a medical student. It is not DANIELLE’S 
first day working in the morgue, but she is still pretty new 
to her job, and--like most greenhorns--she keeps 
subconsciously glancing over at the refrigerator in the 
storage area.

DR. JEFFERSON
Don’t you worry, Danielle. I have 
complete faith in you. You’ve been 
working here for quite a few days, 
and Tuesdays tend to be the slowest 
nights of the week, so I doubt 
you’ll have to do anything at all 
while I’m gone.

DANIELLE
Thanks, but I’m not so sure about 
being here all by myself for the 
first time.

DR. JEFFERSON
Danielle, look around! There’s 
absolutely nothing to be afraid of 
down here! The doors are secure, 
there’s plenty of exits in case of 
an emergency, and really! 

He gives her a knowing look.
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DR. JEFFERSON (CONT’D)

They’re just dead bodies. They 
can’t hurt you, and you won’t even 
have to see the ones that are in 
the refrigerator. I’ll teach you 
what we do with those in a couple 
of weeks after their families have 
made all the arrangements! Of 
course, I know any place can get a 
little spooky when you’re by 
yourself at night, so you can use 
the portable TV that I keep here 
for slow nights just like this.

(DANIELLE smiles, only a little comforted.)

DANIELLE
Thanks. I’m sure I’ll be okay.

DR. JEFFERSON
That’s my girl! Anyway, I’m just 
heading out for the hospital 
specialists’ gala. I’ll be back in 
a couple of hours. Those events 
always bore me to death.

He winks and she laughs at his bad joke as he switches his 
lab coat for his overcoat and picks up his briefcase.

DANIELLE
Well have fun. I’m sure I can hold 
down the fort until you get back.

DR. JEFFERSON
(While on his way out the 
door.)

Of course you can! Okay it looks 
like we have one new arrival, so 
just start on the prelim, and I’m 
sure I’ll be back in time to help 
you with the routine exam.

DANIELLE
(Giving him a small, weak 
salute.)

Will do.

As soon as the door closes behind him, a muffled voice comes 
from the new arrival. DANIELLE freaks the eff out and grabs 
the table behind her.

2.
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DANIELLE (CONT’D)

Who’s that?!

ANNA
(Still muffled.)

I SAID I’m not actually dead!

DANIELLE can’t really believe her ears, but she understands 
the voice is coming from inside the body bag, so she runs 
over and unzips it. She gasps as the girl inside struggles to 
pull her head free and breathe. Her face is bruised, she has 
a black eye and a cut lip, and her hair looks like it hasn’t 
been washed in weeks.

ANNA (CONT’D)
Thanks.

DANIELLE
What the...?

ANNA
I know this is a little weird, but 
you have to believe me when I say I 
had nowhere else to go.

DANIELLE
Who are you and what are you 
talking about?

ANNA
(Slightly hysterical.)

My name is Anna, and it’s my dad. 
He does this all the time, and 
usually it’s bad, but never this 
bad.

DANIELLE
Oh my god. What happened?

ANNA
I think my arm is broken, and my 
ankle hurts, and my stomach...

She leans over and coughs up blood.

DANIELLE
We have to get you to the hospital.

ANNA laughs.

ANNA
Where do you think I am now? This 
is all I got. 

3.
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I can’t go to the main floor. 
They’ll report him. Or he’ll find 
me. Either way, you have to help 
me.

DANIELLE
I mean, I'm trained... for this, 
but I don’t even know. The exam 
table down here is for autopsies!

ANNA looks up at her desperately.

ANNA
Please, you have to help me.

DANIELLE
Alright, uh, let’s get you over 
here then.

She helps ANNA out of the bag and onto the table.

DANIELLE (CONT’D)
Okay Anna, I’m going to do a head 
to toe examination of you. Does 
this hurt?

She gently touches the part of ANNA’S skull that’s bleeding, 
and immediately recoils. It’s mushy.

DANIELLE (CONT’D)
Trauma to the skull. Anna, this 
looks really severe. We need to get 
you to the OR, stat.

ANNA shakes her head.

DANIELLE (CONT’D)
Okay, okay! That’s fine just don’t 
move it. Do you have a last name?

ANNA
Burton.

DANIELLE
Severe internal bleeding, wounds 
range from recent to as old as four 
to six months. Are you from around 
here?

ANNA
No, I live about an hour outside 
the city.

4.
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DANIELLE
How in the world did you get here, 
then?

ANNA looks up at her, frightened.

ANNA
I don’t know.

DANIELLE
You look like you’re going into 
shock. I’m sorry, Anna, I need to 
call for assistance.

ANNA doesn’t respond. DANIELLE grabs the hospital intercom.

DANIELLE (CONT’D)
Uh, I need some help down here in 
the Rainbow Room, stat! Anna, you 
gotta stay awake for me. Anna!

She goes limp on the table. Moments after she collapses, DR. 
FRANZEN enters. The head wound stops bleeding and starts to 
dry. DANIELLE takes her pulse.

DANIELLE (CONT’D)
(Shocked)

She’s dead.

DR. FRANZEN
Of course she is. That head wound 
is over 48 hours old. Danielle, 
that girls been dead for at least 
two days.

He tries to joke to lighten the mood.

DR. FRANZEN (CONT’D)
What has Jefferson been teaching 
you? Surely you can start the 
prelim by yourself. Do you have an 
ID?

He looks down at her feet. The toe tag says “Jane Doe.”

DANIELLE
Yeah, her name’s Anna. Anna Burton.

DR. FRANZEN gives her a funny look. DANIELLE looks down at 
ANNA affectionately.

DANIELLE (CONT’D)
She told me.
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